








January

S ar 2 Sesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever. —HEBREWS 13:8 (NIV)

ma, you're wearing the same thing!” my three-year-old grand-
daughter Karis observed as we sat on the couch, watching family
pictures slide across the screen of her mommy's laptop.

Karis was delighted with her discovery that 1 was sitting next to her
wearing the same light-blue hoodie sweatshirt [ wore in a picture taken
more than a year ago. In fact, it had become part of the comfortable, pre-
dictable uniform she saw me wearing way too often.

Her comment seemed to sum up the state of my life in the last year.
So much seemed the same. When I'd written our Christmas card mes-
sages 2 month earlier, I'd had less to share than in years past. No exciting
adventures, no amazing accomplishments; same house, same spouse, same
jobs and pretty much the same life circumstances.

As for New Year's resolutions, I could make the same ones I made last
year: to walk a 13.7-mile half marathon and to train Kemo, our golden
retriever puppy, so we could visit cancer patients in hospitals. Kemo is
almost two years old, and surely he'd create hospital havoc in his cager-
ness to greet patients. He needs more training; so do 1. The closest 1 got
to a half marathon was walking a six-mile event.

Meanwhile, the pictures kept sliding across the computer screen.
“Oma, that's when you didn't have hair,” Karis said, looking at another
picture of me wearing a hat while still on chemotherapy a couple of years
ago. Her comment reminded me that my husband Lynn and I continue
to have good test results in our cancer checkups, which means more hair
and more hope.

As I sat there reviewing photos with Karis, I realized that while some
“sames” are good and some “sames” make me feel like I'm stuck in a rut,
every new year brings the same opportunity to identify the good ones and
stretch myself toward new adventures.

Lord, when my fi'ﬁ' seemis same ofd, same ofd,” show me where
to find some new possibilities. —CaroL KuykENDALL
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January

SZ!?Z 3 Followo mie, ... —MAaTTHEW §:22

ast January | was ordained as an elder at Hillsboro Presbyterian

Church. I've attended Hillsboro since my father became its minis-
ter when I was nine months old. To be an elder alongside him and to serve
the church that is my extended family has been my lifelong dream. Now
my opportunity had finally come.

Soon it was time for the annual elders’ retreat. I'd always wondered
what my father did when he was gone from us for this weekend event and
now I'd find out.

The retreat combined devotions with thoughtful reflections on our
faith and on our responsibilities as Christians. “Let’s talk about God's
way,” my father said on the final morning. “How would our world look
if we actually lived as Christ taught?”

As the discussion picked up, the distinction between the world's way
and God’s way took on a vivid meaning as it became increasingly clear
that what we are urged to do as a church and as elders and members dif-
fers wildly from the way the real world works. Imagine taking God's way
into the world where we work and play and live together—loving peo-
ple regardless of our differences, forgiving quickly and without reserva-
tion, caring for the sick, feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger,
being thankful for the day at hand.

I wondered if God wanted us all to be His elders, whether ordained
or not, and to take His teachings seriously. Maybe He's counting on us
to make His way and the world’s way one.

Diear God, .rfu'{ﬂ mie to reflect Your way in f{rer}'!ﬁrf ng f do.
—Brock Kipp
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January

M on 4 His rampa::rfuns fail nat. They are new every morning: great
is thy faithfulness, —LAMENTATIONS 3:22-23

ew York City is a Christmas-tree graveyard on these January morn-
Nings, the curbsides lined with discarded Scotch and Norway pines,
some still trailing bits of tinsel and the occasional ornament, waiting for
collection. For our dog Millie on our predawn walks, it’s an olfactory par-
adise. She treads carefully down the salted sidewalks with me in tow,
sniffing the brown branches, requiring an occasional tug on the leash as
a reminder that we can't spend all day out here.

It's strangely peaceful, this sidewalk forest, dreamlike and soul-
soothing. The snow drifts muffle the city’s sounds in a soft silence. People
move slowly, hunched against the chill. It is the calm after the storm, |
suppose. The end of the year comes in such a frantic rush—we're trying
to get done everything we wanted to get done, see our families, celebrate
the holidays. Who isn't exhausted by the time New Year's rolls up on us?

Yet these early days of January feel slow and purposeful, as if we're
catching our breath and gathering our strength, an opportunity to recon-
nect with God, especially at this time of the morning. The sun is com-
ing up just a tiny bit earlier, but you wouldn't notice unless you are like
Millie and me, out at dawn every day.

Millie veers toward another tree lying on its side. I let her inspect it
briefly and then give her a little pull. It's time to move on.

Father, let me begin my new year connected to You,
—Epwarp Grinnan
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FELLOWSHIP CORNER

ne of the gifts we're particularly thankfid for these days is the fellowship of our

Daily Guideposts family. They're waiting for you here with news to share
about what they've been doing over the past year. And you can alse visit them online
at DailyGuidcposts.org. They'll shave their thoughts, faverite Bible verses, the music
they fove, photos and a whole fot more,

MARCI ALBORGHETTT has been gifted by God in
countless ways this year, primarily with good health for both
her and her husband Charlie Duffy. They divide their time
between apartments in New London, Connecticut, and the
San Francisco Bay area. Marci’s novel The Christmas Glass
was published by Guideposts last year. “This book was what
I would call a joyful challenge! It spans three generations of a family from 1940
to 2000, and covers an incredible amount of geography from Italy to New
England, Florida to California. It gave me a chance to write about places I've
lived, and that was a treat.”

FAY ANGUS of Sierra Madre, California, writes, “I'm vicar-
iously living with my son and his family in Colorado through
e-mail videos of grandkids snowboarding off homemade
ramps into their acres of meadowland and phone calls telling
" me there was a herd of elk at the wire fence. On my first visit,
the vista of the Rockies was breathtaking, the Red Rock
Amphitheater an incomparable canvas from the palette of our Creator, but for
me the greatest joy was arms around my neck and endless cuddles—the gift of
being there to actually feel the presence of love.”

“It’s been a year full of gifts,” says Daily Guideposts editor
ANDREW ATTAWAY of New York City, “including a few
I'd never have put on my wish list. But the end result has
been a lighter, fitter, happier me. And then there are the gifts
that keep on giving: five astonishing, exasperating, exhilarat-

ing, almost-impossible-to keep-up-with teens, preteens and
littler folk, their mother—through whom God has given me gifts beyond
measure—and all the members of our Daily Guidepssts family.” You can keep up
with the Attaway family at DailyGuideposts.org.
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITORS

Guideposts, a nonprofit organization, touches millions of lives
every day through products and services that inspire, encourage
and uplift. Our magazines, books, prayer network and out-
reach programs help people connect their faith-filled values to
their daily lives. To learn more, visit www.guideposts.com or
www.guidepostsfoundation.org,
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;; ELCGME[ _TUIN OUR FAMILY OF FIFTY-SEVEN WRITERS

AS WE THANK GOD FOR THE GIFTS WE ARE GIVEN.
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